
 
 

Berkley Parks and Recreation Advisory Panel Meeting Minutes 12/14/2018 
Attendance: Jes Alger, Greg Patterson, Gary Polk, Mike Kerby, Betty Smith 
Parks and Recreation: Theresa McArleton City Council: Bridget Dean 
Call to order: :03 PM 
Approval of prior minutes: Motioned by Gary Polk and Seconded by Betty Smith 
Guest Comments: Liz P. from CEAC stated there were ethics complaints filed against a council 
person and the city attorney reviewed.  Very happy to hear mayor is looking to appoint a 
committee to seek options on a new bond regarding the community center.  
Appointment of New Member:  
The board is very pleased with City Council’s appointment of Jes to the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board. The board verbalized support for this appointment and are looking forward to 
working together to provide better opportunities for all residents.  
Matter of Program Update:  
There are several new programs that are being offered. A new Lacrosse class is being offered on 
Saturday. Art classes, Lego, a superhero nerf days are being offered. The Daddy Daughter and 
Mommy Son dances are both being offered and will likely sell out. There have been a record 
number of participants at the drop-in play session on Mondays. Space of the community center 
continues to be a limiting factor for program size. There are many programs that are being 
adjusted due to size or room constraints. The number of participants to each event is recorded 
by staff. Paid classes are also seeing an increase. School holiday vacation camp is seeing a 
decrease this year, one factor might be the school schedule this year. The Friends of P&R 
recently donated a slide, ball pit, and some riding toys.  
Matter of Senior Programming: 
December 23 there is a sold-out trip to the DSO. There are two trips planned in January. The 
requests for a trip to the Jiffy Factory and to the Ford Rouge Plant in 2019 have been added. 
Dan is currently working on how to make these trips possible for the seniors. Beaumont Health 
partnership holds a class every Tuesday with about 15-20 participants. The senior holiday party 
was held on December 10th. There were 100 seniors that attended. City council members Dean, 
Gavin and Blanchard were also there to help support the event. The option to add extra days 
for Beaumont Health partnership and chair yoga has been discussed. Both classes are forced to 
limit the number of participants because of room size. The transportation provided is becoming 
full and residents are encouraged to call early to reduce the risk of being turned away.  
Winterfest Discussion:  
Staff held their kick-off meeting to help prepare for this event. Work to obtain sponsorship is 
currently ongoing. There were nearly 950 people that attended this event last year. If the 
weather allows, the outdoor ice arena will be brought back this year as well as a snow sledding 
hill. The unicorn and petty farm will be back this year. Councilwoman Dean suggested including 
the downtown district in years to come.  
Grant Update:  
Waiting to hear if the grants are going to be awarded. Theresa will send out an email if a reply 
comes before the next meeting.  
Grant score to update park was 350,  
 
 



 
 

Comments:  
A happy holiday season was wished by all members of the board and all welcomed Jes.   
Jes A.: Is thankful for the appointment made by the city council. Is looking forward to learning 
ways to help.   
Mike K.: Thanks to the staff for their hard work and dedication. Was pleased with the 
announcement made by the mayor regarding forming a committee.  
Theresa M.: Announced Andersen Middle School has agreed to hold 2019 summer camp. 
Shared compliments that were given by other nearby cities.  
Greg P.: Would like to thank the staff for all the dedication and hard work and the Friends of 
the Parks for their donation.  
Gary P.: Josephine will be missed but glad the board now has the addition of Jes.   
Betty S.: Pleased to see the programs are setting record numbers of attendants.  
Bridget D.: Reported the building inspectors are now being outsourced. She is glad she was able 
to help at the senior party. Stated the mayor will appoint a committee to address the need for a 
new committee center.    
Meeting Adjourned at 8:02 PM Motioned by Greg P. and seconded by Jes A.  


